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DCH/LVT-030 (11/04) Michigan Department of Community Health 
Board of Veterinary Medicine 

P.O. Box 30670 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 

(517) 335-0918 
 
 

VETERINARY MEDICINE LICENSURE INSTRUCTIONS 
Authority:  P.A. 368 of 1978, as amended 

This form is for information only. 

 
NOTE: An application accompanied by the appropriate fee is valid for two years.  If an applicant fails to complete the 

requirements for licensure within two years from the date of filing the application, the application is no longer valid.  
It is your responsibility to have all required information sent to the Board of Veterinary Medicine. Questions 
regarding your application can be directed to the Michigan Board of Veterinary Medicine at (517) 335-0918 three 
weeks after the date you sent the application.  Please allow 4-6 weeks processing time.   

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR LICENSURE BY EXAM FOR GRADUATES OF AVMA APPROVED 
PROGRAMS: 
 
 
1. Submit a completed application and proper fee.  An application accompanied by the appropriate fee is valid for two 

years.  If an applicant fails to complete the requirements for licensure within two years from the date of filing the 
application, the application and fee are no longer valid. 

 
2. The application for licensure and fee must be received in this office along with all supporting documents 60 days prior 

to the scheduled examination window to assure eligibility for the exam.  You cannot take the NAVLE exam in 
Michigan without also applying for full licensure. 

 
3. To be eligible for the licensing examination, in addition to the license application and fee, you must also submit the 

following: 
 

a. A final, official transcript of your veterinary education sent directly to this office by your AVMA approved school of 
veterinary medicine.  Transcripts must contain the degree earned and the date conferred.  OR 

 
b. A letter sent to this office directly by the Dean of your veterinary school stating that the applicant is within 8 

months of completing a program leading to a DVM degree. 
 
4. You will not be issued a license in Michigan until we receive the final transcript indicating the degree earned and the 

date conferred.  This transcript must be sent directly to this office by your school of veterinary medicine. 
 
5. Applicants for the NAVLE must complete and return the NAVLE Registration Form to the National Board of Veterinary 

Medical Examiners (NBVME) with the required fee (money order, certified check or cashier’s check in U.S. funds 
only).  The address of the NBVME is as follows: 

 
National Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 

P.O. Box 1356 
Bismarck, ND 58502 

 
     You may also register for the exam on-line at www.nbvme.org. 
 
 Do not send the examination registration form to the Michigan Board of Veterinary Medicine. 
 

Questions regarding the examination registration form and fee should be directed to the NBVME at (701) 224-0332 or 
by email at mail@nbvme.org. See the NBVME Bulletin of Information for Candidates for complete instructions or 
check the website at www.nbvme.org. 
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6. If you will require special testing accommodations because of a disability, you must submit a letter that 
indicates what your disability is and what type of accommodations you are requesting.  Also, we require 
that you send us documentation from a licensed health care provider that clearly states your diagnosis and 
includes copies of all supporting test findings and/or evaluations.   In addition, you should send us 
documentation from your educational program that describes any accommodations that were provided to 
you during your education.  These documents need to be submitted at the same time you send in this 
license application to DCH, Bureau of Health Professions, Attn: ADA Request, PO Box 30670, Lansing, MI  
48909.  

 
7.    If you have already successfully completed the NBE and CCT or the NAVLE exams in another state, you must have 

those scores sent directly to this office by the AAVSB’s Veterinary Information Verifying Agency: (877) 698-8482 or 
www.aavsb.org. 

 
8. The licensing agency from any state in which you are or have ever been licensed must complete and submit a 

Verification of Licensure form directly to the Michigan Board. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR LICENSURE BY EXAM FOR GRADUATES OF FOREIGN VETERINARY 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS: 
 
1. Submit a completed application and proper fee.  An application accompanied by the appropriate fee is valid for two 

years.  If an applicant fails to complete the requirements for licensure within two years from the date of filing the 
application, the application and fee are no longer valid. 

 
2. The application for licensure and fee must be received in this office along with all supporting documents 60 days prior 

to the scheduled examination window to assure eligibility for the exam.  You cannot take the NAVLE exam in 
Michigan without also applying for full licensure. 

 
3. To sit for the licensing examination, you must submit a letter verifying enrollment in or completion of the certification 

program of the Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates (ECFVG).  This must be sent directly to our 
office by the ECFVG: (847) 925-8070 ext 6623 or e-mail MBarbosa@avma.org.  

 
4. You will not be eligible for licensure in Michigan until we receive notification directly from ECFVG showing that you 

have completed the certification program. 
 
5. Applicants for the NAVLE must complete and return the enclosed NAVLE Registration Form to the National Board of 

Veterinary Medical Examiners (NBVME) with the required fee (money order, certified check or cashier’s check in U.S. 
funds only).  The address of the NBVME is as follows: 

 
National Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 

P.O. Box 1356 
Bismarck, ND 58502 

 
      You may also register for the exam on-line at www.nbvme.org. 

 
 Do not send the examination registration form to the Michigan Board of Veterinary Medicine. 
 

Questions regarding the examination registration form and fee should be directed to the NBVME at (701) 224-0332 or 
email to mail@nbvme.org. See the NBVME Bulletin of Information for Candidates for complete instructions or check 
the website at www.nbvme.org. 

 
6. If you will require special testing accommodations because of a disability, you must submit a letter that 

indicates what your disability is and what type of accommodations you are requesting.  Also, we require that 
you send us documentation from a licensed health care provider that clearly states your diagnosis and 
includes copies of all supporting test findings and/or evaluations.   In addition, you should send us 
documentation from your educational program that describes any accommodations that were provided to you 
during your education.  These documents need to be submitted at the same time you send in this license 
application to DCH, Bureau of Health Professions, Attn: ADA Request, PO Box 30670, Lansing, MI  48909.  

 
7.    If you have already successfully completed the NBE and CCT or the NAVLE exams in another state, you must have 

those scores sent directly to this office by the AAVSB’s Veterinary Information Verifying Agency: (877) 698-8482 or 
www.aavsb.org. 
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8. The licensing agency from any state in which you are or have ever been licensed must complete and submit a 
Verification of Licensure form directly to the Michigan Board. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR LICENSURE BY ENDORSEMENT 
 
NOTE:  Applicants for licensure by endorsement must hold a current license to practice as a veterinarian in another state.  
If you do not hold a current license, you must apply for licensure by examination and follow the instructions on page 1. 
 
Applicants who were first licensed as a veterinarian in another state and have engaged in the practice of 
veterinary medicine for a minimum of 10 years prior to the date of application for Michigan veterinary licensure, 
should submit the following: 
 
1. A properly completed application and fee.  Checks and money orders must be drawn on a U.S. Financial Institution 

and made payable to the “State of Michigan.”   
 
2. Please submit verification of licensure from any state where you hold or have ever held a license to practice as a 

veterinarian.  A form is enclosed for this purpose and may be copied as needed.  As most states charge a fee for this 
service, you should contact each state board to determine if a fee is required prior to sending them the form for 
completion.  The Verification of Licensure Form must be sent to the Michigan Board directly from the state(s) where 
you are or have been licensed. 

 
All other applicants should submit the following: 
 
1. A properly completed application and fee.  Checks and money orders must be drawn on a U.S. Financial Institution 

and made payable to the “State of Michigan.”   
 
2. A final, official transcript of your veterinary education sent directly to this office by your AVMA approved school of 

veterinary medicine.  Transcripts must contain the degree earned and the date conferred.   Graduates of foreign 
veterinary education programs must have verification of ECFVG certification sent directly to this office by ECFVG: 
(847) 925-8070 ext 6623 or e-mail MBarbosa@avma.org. 

 
3. Verification of a passing score on the NBE and CCT or the NAVLE.  You must have those scores sent directly to this 

office by the AAVSB’s Veterinary Information Verifying Agency: (877) 698-8482 or www.aavsb.org. 
 
4. Please submit verification of licensure from any state where you hold or have ever held a license to practice as a 

veterinarian.  A form is enclosed for this purpose and may be copied as needed.  As most states charge a fee for this 
service, you should contact each state board to determine if a fee is required prior to sending them the form for 
completion. The Verification of Licensure form must be sent to the Michigan Board directly from the state(s) where you 
are or have been licensed. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR AN EDUCATIONAL LIMITED LICENSE: 
 
Any individual engaged in postgraduate training is required to hold a full or educational limited license.  (A limited license 
restricts the work of the licensee to the site designated on the limited license.)  To be eligible for a limited license, an 
applicant must submit all of the following documents: 
 
1. A properly completed application and fee.  Checks and money orders must be drawn on a U.S. Financial Institution 

and made payable to the “State of Michigan.”   
 
2. A letter from an AVMA approved college of veterinary medicine verifying that the applicant has been admitted as a 

student to a postgraduate training program. 
 
3. You must have achieved a passing score on the NAVLE exam.  These exam scores should be sent directly to this 

office from the AAVSB’s Veterinary Information Verifying Agency: (877) 698-8482 or www.aavsb.org. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR CLINICAL ACADEMIC LICENSE: 
 
Any individual engaged in the practice of veterinary medicine, as a clinical instructor in an AVMA approved college of 
veterinary medicine, is required to hold a full or clinical academic license.  (A clinical academic license restricts the work of 
the licensee to the site designated on the clinical academic license.)  To be eligible for a clinical academic license, an 
applicant must submit all of the following documents: 
 
1. A properly completed application and fee.  Checks and money orders must be drawn on a U.S. financial institution and 

made payable to the “State of Michigan.” 
 
2. A final, official transcript of your veterinary education sent directly to this office by your AVMA approved school of 

veterinary medicine.  Transcripts must contain the degree earned and the date conferred.  Foreign graduates must 
either have their veterinary school submit a final, official transcript or have verification of ECFVG certification sent 
directly to this office by ECFVG.  ECFVG may be contacted by phone at (847) 925-8070 or by e-mail at 
Mbarbosa@avma.org. 

 
3. A letter from an AVMA approved college of veterinary medicine verifying that the applicant has been appointed to its 

academic faculty.  The letter should include a statement that the applicant will not be practicing veterinary medicine 
independently or outside of the position as a clinical instructor. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
1. NAME AND/OR ADDRESS CHANGES: If your name and/or address changes please notify the Board of Veterinary 

Medicine in writing.  To change a name or address, you can download the Data Change/Duplicate License Request 
Form from our website www.michigan.gov/healthlicense and fax it to (517) 373-2179 or mail the form to Bureau of 
Health Professions, PO Box 30670, Lansing, MI 48909. Telephone calls are NOT accepted for these changes.   
 

2. REFUND POLICY: If you wish to withdraw your application, you may be eligible for a partial refund.  You must notify 
the Board of Veterinary Medicine in writing to request a refund. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ORIGINAL LICENSES ARE VALID FOR ONE YEAR OR LESS; SUBSEQUENT RENEWALS ARE FOR A TWO-YEAR 
PERIOD. 












